4                    ESSAYS ON FAITH

other Gods but me; thou shalt not bow down to them
nor worship them ; for I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God."

Yet I cannot say that " my Conscience " and " my
God" are synonyms; and before the difficulty of
giving distinct expression to the above truth, that
"Conscience is God/' I must for ever be helpless,
because I can never define either term, or put into
form what is given only as feeling and experience.
Besides, "My Conscience" seems to be part of me,
to be a " faculty " of my soul, or a department of my
judgment, or the higher impulse of my will, and " Con-
science ;' in general, like Right in general, seems quite
impersonal, an abstraction, a principle, like Beauty or
Truth or Wisdom. But " God," on the other hand, at
once suggests a person, a spirit, an other-than-self,
above, outside, beyond self.

Hence my understanding can never frame one
concept to unite the two in which it has presented to
itself different aspects of one and the same experience,
calling the one God and the other Conscience.

The very term " God," as meaning at least a person
and a spirit, is already a "graven image" of the in-
effable, nor can the Divine be presented to our
understanding without being ipso facto limited and
misrepresented; we cannot possibly express, what
nevertheless we feel and touch and resist and yield
to, except in "the likeness of something in Heaven
above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under
the earth." We are not idolaters, however, unless we
affirm an existence and reality exactly correspondent